
ENCOURAGE GUESTS – SEEK 
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS 
“New members bring zest and enthusiasm to the chapter 

and balance the loss of members from the chapter.” 
 

Where do I find new members? 
 
Look at your work, church, service organizations, neighbors, family, and friends from interest 
groups. NEVER assume that anyone is too busy – let her decide. She may choose to make the 
time. If yours is a daytime chapter, look at your daytime activities for possibilities. 
 

• Have each member draw up a guest list of 10‐12 for an imaginary luncheon party. 
   Would any of these “guests” be potential members? 
• Use the Introduction of a Woman Who is Not a P.E.O. and Lateral Transfer Introduction 
   forms sent to your chapter. Develop a chapter plan for following up on these names. 
• Contact Cottey alums and prior project applicants/recipients living in your community. 
• Invite women who previously turned down an invitation. Their lives may have changed. 
• Consider women from surrounding towns without chapters. 
• Don’t forget daughters, daughters‐in‐law and granddaughters. 

 

How do we introduce new members to the chapter? 
 
Depending on how many in the chapter know your prospective member, it may take some time 
to get her well acquainted with three to four others. Do this through small group activities, 
over lunch, bridge, coffee, museum visits or other outings. 
 
Then, introduce her to the chapter and the chapter to her. Bring her, so she doesn’t have to 
find the location on her own. Invite her to your social meetings or designate certain programs 
as “guest programs.” 
 

• Invite her to: annual potluck dinner, holiday party, BIL events (always guest friendly), 
             program and luncheon meetings, informal coffees, guest meeting with a special outside 
             speaker, guest teas, Saturday brunch, auctions, summer get‐togethers, golf outings, 
             bridge parties, summer salad luncheons, 5th week of the month outings, fundraisers, 
             soup supper, cookie exchange … 
 
Follow up afterward. Answer her questions openly and look for more opportunities for your 
sisters to get to know her better. Never promise membership before balloting upon a name. 
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How do we interest younger women in P.E.O.? 
 
In today’s mobile society, young women seek warm, solid, dependable friendships from women 
of all ages and diverse backgrounds, plus they are interested in promoting educational 
opportunities for women. P.E.O. was ahead of its time. P.E.O. is as relevant today as it was in 
1869. We are really an easy sell … just be enthusiastic! Be a proud promoter of our projects – 
they have appeal because they are substantive. Remember to stress that the friendships we 
make are for a lifetime. 
 

Why do women today need P.E.O.? 
 
• Keeps our sanity 
• Stabilizing influence 
• Love and warmth 
• Sense of belonging 
• Tradition 
• Support system 
• Reinforces nurturing 
• Leadership development 
• Friendship 
• Intergenerational 

• Learning 
• Personal growth 
• Extended family 
• Education 
• Acceptance 
• Reaffirmation of self 
• Nonjudgmental 
• Diversity 
• Place for ideals 

 
How can we expect women to become committed, dedicated P.E.O.s? 
 
Proper pre‐acceptance and post‐initiation counseling is vital. Women must understand the 
expectations before agreeing to membership. The whole chapter is responsible for nurturing a 
new sister into becoming a dedicated, active, participating member. The first two or three 
years are crucial for establishing her good attendance practices and for making her an 
integral part of the sisterhood and your chapter. Thereafter, even if her life situation changes, 
she will continue in her devotion to P.E.O. 
 

Consider this … 
 
In which category do your last ten initiates belong? And where will you find your next ten 
initiates? 
 
• Daughters 
• Project recipients 
• Friends 
• Other ____________ 

• Recommendations from the Introduction of a 
Woman Who is Not a P.E.O. form 
 

 
Be creative! Be patient! Catch and hold some new stars! 
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